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City/campus history

# WSU buildings

Detroit population
116,340

1,849,568
1,203,339

(2016) 672,795

Before 1938
Beginnings

1938 to 1958
Post-war 

expansion

1958 to 1978
Post-Sputnik 

growth

1978 to 1998
Quiet period

1998 to present
Renaissance



Space Analytics



*Excludes residential (FICM 900 – 1,017,000 ASF), parking (FICM 700 – 2,640,000 ASF), and unclassified space
Special use facilities consist of animal quarters, athletics, demonstration space, greenhouse, media production
General use facilities consist of assembly, day care, exhibition, food service, lounge, meeting room, merchandising, recreation 

TOTAL: 4.25 million ASF

Assignable square feet by space type

100 Classroom
421,222 

10%
210 Teaching Lab

434,262 
10%

250 Research Lab
617,171 
14%

300 Office
1,365,578 

32%

400 Study 
407,129 

10%

500 Special Use 
283,929 

7%

600 General Use 
427,188 

10%

700 Support 
257,280 

6%

800 Health Care
35,505 

1%



CoMap Survey





CoMap Survey Respondents
791 respondents

Student
591
75%

Staff
117
15%

Faculty
66
8%

Alumni
8

1%

Community 
Member

6
1%

Other
3

0%



CoMap Survey Results
10,200 icons placed
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Walking/Driving overlay

Driving

Walking



“Anything along Cass is dangerous in my opinion. 
The street is too narrow and it's very difficult to see 
if a car is coming beyond the cars parked along the 
street.”

Which roads do you find unsafe?

“WSU pedestrians need to cross here all the time 
and there is a marked crosswalk but sometimes it's 
easy to miss it.”

“Really short cross walk time, very 
dangerous.”

“This is a terrible intersection for pedestrians.”

“Yikes!”

“The new Anthony Wayne/Warren right-turn lane 
creates pedestrian/traffic conflicts as well as right-
turn conflicts between vehicles. Add a scooter 
and it's a real trap!



Parking Structure #1 
“Several of the crime reports within the last 
year or so have been from this area. It can also 
be a more desolate part of campus, and there 
have been robberies. I'm starting to feel as 
though this area is unsafe to walk in.”

W Ferry St btw Cass Ave & Woodward Ave
”This area is poorly lit, and several incidents have 
been reported in the immediate vicinity.”

John C Lodge Footbridge
”This walkway is very awkward at all times and at 
night is really dark and no one is around.”

Cass Avenue
”Cass Avenue is always really 
dark.”

Where do you feel personally unsafe?



Where do you eat?



Where do you work/socialize?

Work

Socialize



Where is the heart of campus?



Next Steps



• Focus group engagement: historic, neighborhoods, business owners, 
cultural, other higher ed., alumni, students, faculty

• Scenario exploration
• Follow-up analysis on space utilization
• Development of mapping technology
• Initial identification of planning principles

Next steps



Discussion
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